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Welcome to our Summer ediƟon of 
our Parish magazine.. 
It’s such a beauƟful Ɵme of the year 
with so much life popping up all 
over the place. 
Having lived in the Rectory exactly a 
year now, it’s been great fun watch-
ing all the different plants and    
bushes that have revealed        
themselves over this last year. 
We have so much to look forward 
to over the next few months. We 
have the parish fete, outdoor    
summer service and much more. 
This is a good opportunity to point 
out that the best way to keep up to 
date with the latest news and      
goings on    within the parish, is to 
sign up to our weekly E-News via 
the parish website. 
In the last magazine, I reflected on 
how you don’t truly know a place, 
unƟl you have experienced it 
through all of the seasons. This last 
year has been a whirlwind of doing 
and learning how to do lots of 
things for the first Ɵme. I have seen 
how God has been at work in this 
parish the whole Ɵme, although I 
don’t think it’s always something 
that’s obvious to see. 
CelebraƟng the feast of Easter has 
been such a privilege to be part of. 

The Lent 
lunches 
were a 
wonderful 
chance to 
get         
together 
every   
couple of 
weeks, to 
share in food and fellowship with 
each other, whilst also raising   
money for conƟnuing work at St 
John’s. 
The Lent groups also flourished, and 
provided space for deeper           
conversaƟons about the person of 
Jesus and the things he said during 
his life. 
I’m very much looking forward to 
this new chapter in the life of the 
parish, with so much to look         
forward to, but also so much to look 
back on and be grateful for. I        
personally conƟnue to be so      
grateful for the welcome my family 
and I have all experienced. I can’t 
thank you all enough for your con-
Ɵnued support and encouragement, 
and I’m excited to see what plans 
the Lord holds for us all and for the 
churches in this parish. 

Rev’d Lexi 

From the ministry team 
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page numbers you can find them on. Please use their services 
and don’t forget to say that you saw their advert in this mag-
azine. If you would like to advertise please call 07792233477 
or email editor@badshotleandhale.org. 
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Our Palm Sunday services across the parish started in the 
tradiƟonal way with a procession singing ‘All Glory and Laud 
and Honour’ whilst waving palms. At St John’s and St 
George’s we opted for the outside to do this, with the usual 
slightly chaoƟc line of people all singing out of Ɵme with one 
another.  

But wouldn’t the original Palm Sunday 
have been a bit chaoƟc anyway, with  
people being unsure of what was going 
on and trying to push their way through 
the crowds to get a glimpse of our Lord? Certainly, we turned 
the eyes of car  drivers and villagers in our act of witness. 
At St George’s we did a dramaƟc reenactment of the Palm    
Sunday Procession, The Last Supper and The Crucifixion using 
the ‘Open the Book’ material. Our Bubble Church puppets added 

to the number of disciples at the Lord’s Table. Even 
though this material is designed for use with children 
in primary schools, it sƟll works well with all ages.  
The mood of the morning changed from that         
triumphal jubilance of the entry into Jerusalem to 
one of deep reflecƟon in preparaƟon for the week 
ahead. 

Kris Lawrence 

Palm Sunday 

Lent Lunches 2026 at St John’s Church Hale 

During Lent and on three occasions we gathered together 
at St John’s for a couple of hours to share company and a 
soup lunch followed by good ‘old-fashioned’ puddings 
baked by our extended team. 
Serving lunch in the limited ‘kitchen’ is always a challenge 
but we did it! 
We served 55 lunches and raised £400 for much-needed 
work in St John’s.   
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We hope in the future to improve the ‘kitchen’ electrics, Lady Chapel 
flooring and install a hand rail on the slope beyond the church gates.    
Other things will be added to the list no doubt.  Definitely more fundrais-
ing work to be done! 
Thank you so much to all who aƩended to support this event and those 
who cooked, baked, served and washed up.  Great team work! 

pcc.layvicechair@badshotleaandhale.org 
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BEETLE DRIVE 

A fun Ɵme was had by all at this year’s Beetle Drive. StarƟng off with the     
delicious fish and chips supplied by ‘Oh My Cod’, we then seƩled down to an 

evening of dice-rolling and beetle-drawing. 
There was much laughter, many exclamaƟons of ‘Oh no! I 
only had one more leg to get’ as someone called out ‘Beetle’ 
as they completed their own. And some rather reluctant 
players even admiƩed they really enjoyed the game! 
It was a really well-aƩended event and truly reached across 
all ages. 
A very successful evening all round; what a great way to 

raise funds for the parish! Many thanks to Gillian for organising the evening 
and for Kevin for fetching the food for us. 

Kris Lawrence. 
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ANNUAL EXHIBITION—HALE ART GROUP 

Prayer is a relaƟonship – a being together with God who knows us, our 
needs, our fears, and who loves us. Prayer doesn’t need to be a struggle or a 
list of requests. It is much simpler. It can be simply siƫng silently with God. 
This is what we seek to do in the contemplaƟve prayer group meeƟng which 

takes place every Wednesday at St Mark’s Church at 3pm. 
ContemplaƟve/centring prayer is a silent form of prayer 
which can take place alone or in a group. The person or 
people praying remain silent and usually repeat in the 
mind a word or phrase such as ‘Maranatha’, an  Aramaic 
word which means ‘our Lord, come’, or ‘our Lord has 
come’, depending on where the emphasis is placed. Some 
people prefer to use an image rather than a word.  

Photo by Milada Vigerova on Unsplash 

The idea is that the word or image centres the mind and encourages it not to 
wander or flit from thought to thought, as human minds usually do, but in-
stead just to be as we are in front of God. We don’t ask anything of God, we 
simply are there. On Wednesday aŌernoons a group of us sits together in St 
Mark’s and spends 20 minutes in this form of silent prayer. We then drink 
tea, eat biscuits and chat. It is relaxing, refreshing and a highlight of my 
week. Anyone is welcome to join us.  

Stella Wiseman 

ContemplaƟve prayer – what and why? 

The Hale Art Group are holding their Annual ExhibiƟon at Hale Village Hall, 
Wings Road, Upper Hale, GU9 0HN on Saturday 13th June, 10am to 4pm, 
and Sunday, 14th June, 10am to 3pm. Admission is free and refreshments 
will be available. There is free parking so why not pop in and see us? 

The group meets regularly to paint at the Village Hall every Tuesday    
morning, 9.30am to 12.30pm. The cost is £6 per session, payable each Ɵme 
you aƩend and this includes coffee/tea and biscuits. New members are 
made very welcome. Just turn up and try us out. For more informaƟon ring 
07835 724138.  
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BUBBLE CHURCH 

Bubble Church has officially launched in the Parish of Badshot Lea and Hale. It’s a 
30-minute service that includes acƟon songs, puppets, craŌ acƟviƟes and Bible 
stories, all aimed at young children and their grown-ups. Families are invited to 
arrive early to pick up that all-important coffee and pastry, before siƫng down 
together on their own bubble as they wait for the service to begin.  
A countdown on the screen begins as the excitement builds, waiƟng for the       
service to start… 
It’s been incredible to see how the children have been engaging with the service, 
specifically the Bible reading, where they go so quiet, you can hear a pin drop!  
Bubble Church is specifically designed with young children in mind, and it really 
works. They are able to follow along easily to the acƟon songs, and there are 
plenty of places in the service for them to get involved and join in.  
We are so excited to see where Bubble Church will lead us, and how God’s love 
will shine through it all.  
So you are invited to come and join us and see what it’s all about. This is the    
perfect opportunity to introduce young children to church and give them a    
foundaƟon upon which they are able to build up their own faith.  We can’t wait to 
see you there. If you’ve got any quesƟons about Bubble Church, please email: 
rev.lexi@badshotleaandhale.org  
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Trinity Service 

You are invited to our new Trinity service which takes place on the first and third 
Sunday of the month at St George’s at 3pm.  
Trinity is an informal, contemporary service offering a space for anyone and every-
one to come and explore what it means to be a follower of Jesus, look at the Bible, 
pray and worship together.  
To find out more, email rev.lexi@badshotleaandhale.org or call her on 
07792233477. AlternaƟvely, just turn up. Everyone is welcome 

Trinity at Three 
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On Thursday 9th April,  “Thursday Coffee 
morning” morphed into “Kniƫng for Good 
Causes”.  To my great delight, a group of 13 
people gathered in St John’s in the           
community space in the church and began 
kniƫng.  We had people there from each of 
our three churches and also some who did 
not normally aƩend our churches, so it is a 
community acƟvity.  We were a mixed 
bunch as some were experienced kniƩers and others, like myself, simply did 
not have much idea at all of how to knit.  I thought I had a vague idea of how 
to do plain and purl sƟtches but was uncertain.  I had no idea how to cast on, 
so having even a vague idea of how to do plain and purl sƟtches was of liƩle 
use if I could not cast on.  Our experienced kniƩers came to the rescue and 
very paƟently helped us to learn how to knit.  To my great surprise and joy, 
by the end of two hours I had learnt how to cast on and had kniƩed a few 
rows towards my first square which will eventually either become a bonding 
square or become part of a blanket.  Others of course kniƩed much more 
and I know that at least one small bootee was completed.  However I think 
some of our experienced kniƩers did not achieve much as they had spent so 
much Ɵme teaching others.   

So – what is all this about – what are 
we kniƫng and why? 
Originally we had been holding a 
Thursday Coffee morning on the 2nd 
and 4th Thursday of each month but 
only had a regular group of four plus    
Sylvie and me, and occasionally only 
Sylvie and I turned up.  It didn’t really 
seem to be going anywhere and I felt it 
was because it had no focus. 

Then one day I met some people who kniƩed small clothes for premature 
babies and, from that encounter, the idea began to form in my mind that 

Kniƫng for Good Causes 
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May be that was something we could do.  I spoke to a few people and     
realised that there was some interest in this and so that idea blossomed 
into “Kniƫng for Good Causes”.  There is a charity called BLISS and they 
knit clothes and blankets for the Ɵny premature babies.  We have joined up 
with BLISS and any garments that we knit will go to them.  They then       
distribute all the items to hospitals. 

When a baby is born prematurely the parents are not 
prepared and the clothes needed are smaller than 
those needed for full term babies, so even if the parents 
have some things ready – they will be too big.  So     
hospitals need clothes for these Ɵny babies.  If the baby 
is sick they may need a cannula in their arms and so a 
long miƩen is needed that will fit over the cannula to 
protect it and prevent the baby from pulling it out. So 
many things are needed. 

Then I heard about fidget muffs.  PaƟents with demenƟa tend to fiddle with 
things.  They can become agitated and fiddling with things helps to keep 
them calm.  Children with auƟsm also tend to fiddle with things and so 
these muffs help them as well.  Fidget muffs are kniƩed muffs onto which 
are sewn a variety of objects that can be fiddled with.  They are also   
brightly coloured and so all sorts of odd pieces of wool can be used.         
ImaginaƟon is needed when making these, but we have to be careful that 
we don’t put anything on them that could be a choking hazard or that could 
hurt them in any way, so nothing metal or sharp. 
Obviously we need lots of wool (acrylic) to knit these items.  The wool for 
the muffs is all donated because that can be all sorts of odd wool – either 
double kniƫng or really thick wool or     
bobbly wool.  The wool for the babies has 
to be bought specially.    We have been    
given quite a lot of wool to start us off and I 
have bought a lot for the babies.  We are, 
however going to need help in the future.   
DonaƟons of wool will be welcome.         
DonaƟons of money to pay for the baby 
wool will be especially appreciated. 

Kniƫng for Good Causes—cont 
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I hope that you will agree that we are quite literally “Kniƫng for Good Causes”.  
This is a form of outreach.   

Jesus taught us to care for one another – not just people in 
our own family or our friends, not just people in our own 
churches but all people.  In our parish we like to care for oth-
ers and have acƟviƟes like ConnecƟons, Art at St Mark’s, Fri-
day Games and of course our Clothes Bank, and at Christmas 
Ɵme, the Christmas Tree FesƟval supported Phyllis Tuckwell.  
Kniƫng for Good Causes is another acƟvity where we are 
trying to support those who need our help. 
So why not come and join us.  Don’t worry if you can’t knit.  
We have people who will help you.  We are a friendly bunch.  

More kniƩers will be very welcome – you don’t have to aƩend church to join us – 
we meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month at St John’s Church from 
10.30am to 12.30pm.  DonaƟons of wool for the muffs and also money for the ba-
by wool will be very gratefully received.  Please try to support us if you can  either 
by joining our group and/or by donaƟng either wool or money. 

Pamela Marsham 

Kniƫng for Good Causes—cont 

The parish is now part of the Hygiene Bank 

Keeping clean shouldn’t be a luxury should it? 

If you, or anyone you know, are struggling to afford vital items such as soap, sham-
poo, toothpaste, washing powder, tampons, nappies and the like, let us know. We 
can help as we are now an outlet for the Hygiene Bank.  A good rule of thumb is: if 
you use something in your own personal hygiene or home-cleaning rouƟne, chanc-
es are someone living in hygiene poverty will appreciate it too. 
What you can give: new, unused, in-date personal care and household cleaning 
essenƟals. These include toilet rolls, sanitary wear, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
deodorant, shampoo, condiƟoner, washing-up liquid, j-cloths, disinfectant, body 
wash, hairbrushes, Ɵssues, nappies, conƟnence wear, hair Ɵes, razors, sponges, 
make-up. We can accept open packs of nappies and individual or open packs of pe-
riod pads as long as the pads are wrapped. We can accept cloth nappies and period 
pads. 
What you can’t give: opened, half-used or products past their best-before date.  
 
To find out more or to offer or ask for help for yourself or someone else, contact 
Stella on revd.stella@badshotleaandhale.org or 07342508164. 
For details of the Hygiene Bank, visit thehygienebank.com 
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The Homeowner's Notebook 
This Month's Topic: Hiring the Right Tradesperson – The Complete Guide 
AŌer accepƟng the quote, there are sƟll a few things to check before actually hiring.  
I've spent 30 years in and around this industry, and I've seen it all – the good, the bad, 
and the dangerous. Here's everything I've learned about hiring right, first Ɵme. The Do’s 
& Don’ts 
DO: The EssenƟal Steps 
Check QualificaƟons (This One Can Save Lives) 
For certain jobs, checking credenƟals isn't opƟonal – it's the law. 

Gas work: They must be on the Gas Safe Register. Ask to see their ID card and check 
the back – it should list which types of gas work they're qualified for. 

Electrical work: Look for NICEIC, ECA, or Part P registraƟon. These prove they're cerƟ-
fied to keep your wiring safe. 

Building work: CSCS cards show builders have basic training. For bigger projects, 
check if they're with the FederaƟon of Master Builders (FMB). 

Always ask for proof. A genuine tradesperson expects this and will have documents 
ready. 
Ask for References and Photos 
Any decent tradesperson will have recent work to show you. Ask for photos (most of 
these will probably be on their website/socials) and, crucially, references of a couple 
of recent customers. 
Use a WriƩen Contract 
Get everything in wriƟng before work starts: 

Total cost, including VAT (if registered) 
Payment schedule (more on this below) 
Start date and esƟmated compleƟon date 
What materials will be used (brands and quality) 

A contract protects both of you. If they  won't put it in wriƟng, that's a red flag! 
Pay Safely 
This is where things oŌen go wrong. Follow these rules: 

Never pay 100% upfront. Full stop. 
Never pay more than a 40% deposit. For very large jobs, keep it lower (25-30%) 
Avoid paying with cash. Always leave a paper trail. Bank transfer, credit card, or 

PayPal. These can be traced and, with credit cards, you may have extra pro-
tecƟon. Cash disappears. 

Check Their Insurance 
Public liability insurance covers you if they accidentally damage your property. Ask 
to see their cerƟficate. It's standard for any professional to have this. 
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Report Problems Immediately 
If something doesn't look right, speak up before you make the final payment. 
Good tradespeople want to fix issues. Once the money's gone, your leverage goes 
with it. 
DON'T: The Traps to Avoid 

Don't hire without checking credenƟals. Especially for gas, electrics, or        
structural work. This is how tragedies happen. 

Don't pay in full upfront. Scammers rely on this. They take the money and van-
ish. 

Don't rely on verbal agreements. A handshake is nice, but a signed contract is 
what counts if things go wrong. 

Don't use cash-only tradespeople. No paper trail means no comeback. It also 
oŌen means they're avoiding tax – not someone you want in your home. 

Don't rush. Pressure tacƟcs ("I can start tomorrow but only if you decide now") 
are a major red flag. Real professionals are busy, but they don't bully. 

Must-Ask QuesƟons Before You Hire 
Print these out. Keep them by the phone. 

"Are you registered with a trade body?" (Gas Safe, NICEIC, FMB, etc.) 
"Can I see your insurance and cerƟficates?" (Take photos for your records.) 
"Do you provide a wriƩen quote and contract?" (If not, walk away.) 
"What's the esƟmated Ɵmeline?" (Delays happen but get a rough schedule.) 
"Who will actually be doing the work?" (Some firms subcontract – ask who'll 

be on site.) 
"What happens if there's a problem aŌer compleƟon?" (Ask about guarantees 

and warranƟes.) 
Red Flags: When to Walk Away 
Trust your insƟncts. These signs should send you running: 

No fixed address – just a mobile number. 
Demands cash only – avoids tax and leaves you with no proof. 
High-pressure sales – "This price is only valid today!" 
No online presence – no website, no reviews, no visible history. 
Vague quotes – avoids puƫng costs in wriƟng. 
Refuses to show credenƟals – a genuine pro has nothing to hide. 

Know Your Rights 
If work is faulty, you have legal protecƟon under the Consumer Rights Act 2015. 
Tradespeople must carry out work with reasonable care and skill. 
If a tradesperson disappears or takes your money without doing the work, report 
them to Trading Standards and AcƟon Fraud. 
Keep everything: contracts, receipts, messages, photos. Paperwork is your best 
friend if things go wrong. 
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Baptisms 
We welcome into the Church those whose baptisms have recently 
taken place: 

29th March at St Mark’s Church 
Chiyan Welsh & Liam Richer 

Funerals 
We commend to God those whose funerals have recently taken place: 

4th March at St George’s Church 
Peter Wood 

7th April at St Mark’s Church 
Gary MarƟn Welch 

10th April at St Mark’s Church 
Craig Paul MaƩhews 

22nd April at St John the Evangelist’s Church 
Ezra-Jay Andrew Thomson-Simpson 

28th April at St Mark’s Church 
MaƩhew James Coleman 

From the parish registers 

The Homeowner's Notebook 
Final Tip: Trust, But Verify 
A good tradesperson won't mind quesƟons. They won't be offended if you ask for 
proof. They understand that your home is your biggest investment and you want 
to protect it. 
If someone refuses to show cerƟficates, won't put things in wriƟng, or pushes for 
cash – walk away. There are plenty of good people out there. Take your Ɵme and 
find the right one. 
This advice is provided by www.qwote.uk, a free service for Surrey & Hampshire 
homeowners. 
Next issue in The Homeowner's Notebook: Finding the Right Gardener or Land-
scaper for Your Garden. From pruning to paƟo installaƟon, Ɵps you can follow. 
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Prayer page 
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The success of our fete much depends on EVERYONE’S help and support! 

We have Grand Prize Draw Ɵckets available to sell to your friends. 
We need things to populate the various stalls and it’s never too early to 

drop off donaƟons – the sooner the beƩer – it helps the planning: 
Grand Prize Draw hamper: 
AŌer the success of the hampers at the Christmas Tree FesƟval, we would 
like to make up a summer-themed hamper so anything suitable would be 
appreciated. 
Tombolas: 

BoƩle tombola – any kind of drink in a boƩle 
Chocolate tombola – speaks for itself!!  
GiŌ tombola – any items that would be suitable to giŌ onto to someone 

NOT bric-a-brac please! 
Jam Jar Surprises, with everyone a winner! Fill a jar or two with anything 

such as: sweets, jewellery, plant seeds, socks, staƟonery (small pen-
cil, sharpener, eraser, post it notes), tealights, soap and flannel, col-
oured pasta, biscuits, toys etc. Wrap so the contents cannot be seen. 
Any decoraƟon is a bonus. Please label ‘boy’, girl’ or ‘adult’ as appro-
priate. 

Other stalls: 
Toys & games 
Jigsaws 

Please drop off any donaƟons at one of the churches. 
We have a variety of games and stalls but need people to man these on the 
day – so please let Kris know if you are willing to help. 

Warden.stgeorges@badshotleaandhale.org. 
Thank you all for your support. 

Make sure you have fun on the day!! 
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The Badshot Leader  
A Badshot Lea WarƟme Childhood  

I was born on 5th April 1938 in the Louise Margaret Hospital when my father was 
regular in the Royal Engineers. (That’s me in 
the pram with Dad in 1940) We lived at 
Lorne CoƩage (121 Badshot Lea Road) in 
very cramped condiƟons. Mum and Dad 
had the front bedroom, while my neuroƟc 
grandmother shared a room with my spin-
ster aunt. Grandad had to make do with a 
very small bedroom at the back. When 
Grannie died, I went in to see her laid out in 
the front parlour.  

Like many Victorian coƩages in the village, the house had an outside lavatory and a 
cold tap in the scullery. The water was heated in a copper by a fire underneath 
when required on bath days.  Although we had gas lighƟng downstairs and a gas 
cooker, there was no lighƟng upstairs except for oil lamps and candles. When it 
was cold our bedroom had an oil stove, whose vents cast a paƩern of light on the 
ceiling. My brother, Alan, was born on 19th April 1940, and Mother said he must be 
born before midnight, so he did not share a birthday with Hitler! 
My paternal grandmother, who was almost blind, lived in Lower Weybourne Lane. 
She sat by the fire, with a Ɵcking clock on the mantel piece, and always seemed to 
know who it was that came in before they spoke.  Grandfather Hewins had also 
been a Sapper, who suffered in the Great War from mental issues and malaria. He 
had been awarded a disability pension, and worked as a carpenter. The pension 
was taken away just before he dropped dead working on the new council houses at 
Weybourne in 1923. The family remained very biƩer about it 
Although Badshot Lea was predominantly working class, there 
had been a keen crusading religious campaign in the 1900s,    
resulƟng in the building of St George’s Church and a new       
PrimiƟve Methodist Church by 1903 within six months of each 
other. In 1919 the denominaƟons argued over the siƟng of the 
war memorial. The school wall was the agreed compromise.  At 
an early age my brother and I were sent to the well-aƩended     
C of E Sunday School, but with no lasƟng results. Sadly, I         
remember very liƩle about it, except that we collected  
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The Badshot Leader  - cont 
aƩendance stamps, and were amused by Revd Comeley’s bald head. The Sunday 
School superintendent was Annie Bright (above), and every year she arranged 
“treats” for the children. lay-preacher uncle, Jack Hewins, mixing cement for repairs 
at the chapel. Jack was very involved in the temperance movement, and because of 
his pacifist beliefs, he served in the Royal Army Medical Corps in WW2, and was 
menƟoned in dispatches.  
When war was declared, Dad went to France with the BEF, but as an old sweat he 
was posted back to the UK to help with training new recruits. My other uncle, Jack 
(Pearl), was not so lucky, and at Dunkirk he Ɵed his boots round his neck and swam 
out to be picked up.  
When the Home Guard was formed Mr Rankine, the school’s headteacher, became 
captain of the Badshot Lea Platoon. The wags said their main job was to keep       
animals off the cricket pitch. On Sunday mornings I watched a secƟon of the Home 
Guard as they paraded in Orchard Road for drill. They always finished at 12 noon, 
when the Working Men’s Club opened. 

Captain Rankine with No 4 Platoon, B Company, 2nd Surrey BaƩalion, Home Guard. 
Dad went back to France on D plus 8, and his Field Company was employed in      
rebuilding blown-up bridges. I don’t think that in 28 years as a soldier he saw a shot 
fired in anger. 
I started in the infants’ department at the village school in 1943, and on the first day 
I ran home at dinner Ɵme. However, I soon seƩled in with my first teacher, Mrs 
Carter, who later as Mrs Jackson taught at St Andrews with my wife. In her opinion, 
Badshot Lea kids were rather inbred and thick!  The Head of Infants, Miss Ann    
Coleman, was an excepƟonal lady, who lived to be 109, she flew on Concord at 105. 
My fuzzy memories of her class include playing in a percussion band, a large Noah’s 
ark and dancing round a maypole, a tradiƟon conƟnued at the school today. 
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The Badshot Leader—cont 
Billy Rankine was sƟll Head of the “Big School” during my first term there, unƟl he 
reƟred in 1945, to be succeeded by Mr Finbow. The school was at the Ɵme divided 
into four “Houses” - Churchill, Tedder, Montgomery and Cunningham. I hated 
school dinners, but corned beef, mashed potatoes and beetroot was the best. The 
smell of school milk leŌ in the sun made me feel sick.   Boys and girls had separate 
playgrounds, and we were marched into class. 
I have some other memories of the later part of the war. The Canadian troops   
billeted in Aldershot took us kids in lorries to a Christmas party in their camp. The 
boys were given wooden toys. In the build up to D-Day there were a lot of troop 
movements and I was fascinated by the “liƩle tanks” (tracked Bren-gun carriers), 
which raced through the village. One hit the corner shop. I can also remember  
hiding under the stairs among fruit in kilner jars during an air raid. This was     prob-
ably when the railway at Tongham was bombed.  
However, the things I can most vividly remember were the V1 “Doodlebugs”. By 
the Ɵme they started I was sƟll at the Infants’ School. One day I was returning to 
my classroom aŌer a visit to the outside toilet beyond the playground when the air 
raid siren went. The whole school ran towards me, turned me round and we head-
ed for the shelters. The VI crashed onto a private school, The Oaks, in Eggars Hill. 
Fortunately, nobody was hurt, but another flying bomb wrecked Sandy Farm at 
The Sands. Another Ɵme I was with my mother near Weybourne RecreaƟon 
Ground. We heard the throb, throb of a doodlebug, and then its engine cut out. 
We sheltered under an oak tree, and heard the explosion from the direcƟon of         
Crooksbury. 
One day Dad came home on leave with an illicit sack of sugar. Mum was terrified 
and told him it couldn’t stay in the house.  I think we were the only family who   
didn’t get an extra raƟon! 
During the V.E. celebraƟons there was a large bonfire on The Green. I well remem-
ber it, because Grandad contributed my favourite block of wood, in which I used to 
hammer nails, to the fire.  The burnt patch was re-used for a fire made from       
hop bines on V.J. Day. My Uncle Burt, who was in the RAF, provided some signal      
rockets.  When the first fireworks were   available aŌer the war, Hoyes, the       
newsagent, raƟoned them, so every family had a fair chance. A similar thing hap-
pened with the first delivery of bananas. 
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The Badshot Leader—cont 
Although the Farnham hop-picking 
industry was in terminal decline, 
our family were regular pickers for 
Alan Tice at Runfold Farm. Our    
fellow hop-pickers were mostly 
from Badshot Lea, and there were 
certainly a few rough diamonds 
among the ladies who frequented 
the Working Men’s Club.  There was 
always a matriarch at the head of 
each family who controlled the row 
and picked into “the bin”. This was 
a seven-bushel wicker basket with   

graduaƟons’ used by the tallyman, who twice daily logged the volume of picked 
hops. We got about 8d to 10d per bushel. 
For the children a most important job was to queue for hot lardy cakes from Runfold 
bakery. To this day I can conjure up the taste of these cholesterol-laden cakes eaten 
from biƩer hop-stained fingers.  The photo shows my brother, Alan with our Aunt 
May. 
When the day’s quota was picked, Bill Bright, the tallyman, called “no more bines”, 
which was followed by the sound of crashes as the ladies grabbed a few  extra hops. 
Then the last hops were measured and Ɵpped into surplices (large yellow sacks, 
which held 14 bushels). They were taken on horse-drawn waggons to the kiln, and 
winched up to the second floor to be dried overnight.  The air smelt of sulphur which 
was used to fumigate the hops. 
Inevitably, the children soon got Ɵred of picking hops, and went off to make bows 
and arrows with coir hop string and sƟcks cut from the hedgerow. (Most kids had a 

knife of some sort in those days.) Some of the braver boys 
climbed onto the disused Tongham to Farnham Railway line 
to play in some old trucks. Passenger services had been  
disconƟnued before the war, and that line was then only 
used as a siding.  
There was one old chap, called Frank Sawkins, who was a 
carter and champion ploughman (see photo on the leŌ). He 
certainly looked the part in baƩered trilby hat and corduroy 
trouser, with “yorks” (straps) worn below the knee.   (to 
keep the rats out, or his ferrets in?) The pole pullers helped  
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The Bishop Sumner EducaƟonal FoundaƟon 

Quarterly Magazine 
This year we have moved to a quarterly magazine with issues published 
approximately as follows: 

Spring (March)                                                         Summer (June) 

Autumn (September)                                             Winter (December) 

Bishop Sumner was Bishop of Winchester from 1827 unƟl 1869. As was his 
wish, aŌer his death in 1874, he was buried in the churchyard at St John’s.  
He is remembered especially for his interest in educaƟon. 

The Bishop Sumner EducaƟonal FoundaƟon (BSEF) was established by the 
investment of the parish share of the proceeds from the sale of the local 
church school. The fund is intended to assist with the educaƟon of          
individual students under the age of 25 whose residence is within the 
bounds of the ancient parish of Farnham, with priority for the ecclesiasƟ-
cal parish of Hale. 

Previous grants have assisted young people with academic, sporƟng,     
musical and organisaƟonal pursuits. 

Inevitably the purchasing power of grants able to be made each year has 
diminished, and the trustees suggest that successful recipients of help, 
who have become established in a career or others in the community, may 
wish to assist the fund.  

DonaƟons to the BSEF would be especially welcome and would enable the 
board to help future students who will face ever-increasing costs. 

For further informaƟon follow the link below  
hƩps://badshotleaandhale.org/the-bishop-sumner-educaƟonal-
foundaƟon/ 

Email: bishop.sumner@gmail.com                     Telephone: 07807 881311 

Thank you— June Jasper— Secretary to the trustees 
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The Badshot Leader—cont 
load his waggon, before Frank drove it to the kiln. I don’t know how he upset    
certain of the club ladies, but one year on the last day of picking they chased him 
round the rows and threatened to de-bag him.  
The Working Men’s Club, which is sƟll going strong today, was a key social centre 
of the village, and to be on one of their coach parƟes to the seaside was an        
experience to remember. With crates of brown ale safely on board, there was   
usually a comfort stop by the roadside at Butser, with men to the right, ladies to 
the leŌ among the bushes, and then on to Pompey. 
On the way home 
there was invariably a 
sing-song at the back. 
Although my mother 
disapproved of some 
words, it never got 
beyond “Roll me over 
in the clover”. Yes, 
distant memories of a 
long past world. Many 
of the Badshot Lea 
“Dockers” (named 
aŌer Badshot Lea 
Docks, a pond at the northen end of the village) someƟmes seemed a rough 
bunch, and many aged before their Ɵme. But they all knew each other and        
Badshot Lea then was a community in the best sense. If anyone was in trouble 
there was always someone to step up and help.  
My generaƟon was probably the last to experience the simple experiences of 
country tradiƟons and games. At harvest Ɵme we played hide-and-seek inside 
stooks of golden wheat. If you separated the grains from the chaff in your hand 
and chewed them they made an excellent form of chewing gum. We made        
peashooters from Cow Parsley, firing a mouthful of May buds at each other, and 
puƫng itching powder made from rose hips down the girls’ necks. Then in-season 
conkers were a favourite playground acƟvity, and there were variaƟons of a game 
rolling marbles and flicking cigareƩe cards at targets set up against the school wall. 
Yes, there was hardship, but the good memories are the ones that remain. 

Maurice Hewin 



33 

 

 



34 

 

 



35 

 

 

The Tilford Bach FesƟval in 2026 is the 74th annual celebraƟon of the 
works of Johann SebasƟan Bach.  Our Musical Director is Adrian BuƩerfield 
of the Royal College of Music. 

We are a charity aiming to showcase the best of BriƟsh and internaƟonal 
musicians at affordable prices, whilst also promoƟng young talent. 

Friday 19 June, 7.30 pm: InvitaƟon to the Dance – at the Aldridge Theatre, 
Frensham Heights School 

A glorious, light-filled introducƟon to the joy and precision of Baroque 
movement by the London Handel Players and Baroque dancers Mary    Col-
lins and Steven Player, with an informal dance workshop aŌer the    perfor-
mance. 

Saturday 20 June, 7.30 pm:   Bach’s sublime Easter Oratorio and his mov-
ing Cantata  

BWV 21, Ich haƩe viel Bekümmernis - at All Saints Church, Tilford 

The London Handel Players, Pegasus choir and our excepƟonal soloists -
Hilary Cronin (soprano), Hugh Cuƫng (alto), Sam Boden (tenor)  and      Ed-
ward Grint (bass) - perform these pieces of great drama and emoƟonal in-
tensity. 

Sunday 21 June, 7 pm – The Joy of Baroque, in associaƟon with            
Conservatoire Concerts CIO – at Godalming BapƟst Church 

Celebrate the "Joy of Baroque" with works by Corelli, Leclair, Bach,      
Geminiani, Vivaldi and others, played by the next generaƟon of virtuosi. 

Visit our new website ƟlfordbachfesƟval.org  to find more details, buy 
Ɵckets, subscribe to our mailing list, or make a donaƟon - or contact us 
via info@ƟlfordbachfesƟval.org. 

Tilford Bach FesƟval 
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Environment 

The Spanish bluebells 
(Hyacinthoides hispanica) and   
hybrids are flowering as I write 
this, but our lovely naƟve bluebell 
(Hyacinthoides non-scripta) is 
somewhat slower to appear in the 
woodlands which are their         
favoured habitat. But I recently 
saw a stunning blue circle of them 
around a magnolia in bloom, in 
the grounds of the Alice Holt     
Research StaƟon, brought on, no 
doubt, by the warm weather in 
early April. The deep blue of the 
naƟve bluebell is incomparable, 
quite unlike the paler blue of the 
Spanish impostors. There are also 
other differences. The naƟve   
bluebell has narrower leaves and 
flowers on one side of its drooping 
stem, with a lovely sweet scent. 
The Spanish bluebell, by contrast, 
has broader leaves, flowers all 
around the stem, has an upright 
habit and no smell at all.  

Incidentally, I found out from the 
Wildlife Trust’s website that the 
bluebell's LaƟn name, Hyacinthoides, 
comes from a Greek myth.             
Apparently when the Prince          
Hyacinthus died, the tears of the god 
Apollo spelled the word 'alas' on the 
petals of the hyacinth flower that 
sprang up from his blood. Non-
scripta means unleƩered and        
disƟnguishes the bluebell from the 
similar-looking hyacinth. I’d always 
wondered what that bit of the name 
meant, and now I know!   
Bilberries (Vaccinium myrƟllus) also 
flower around the same Ɵme, and 
like the bluebells, they are early this 
year. They are plenƟful in Bourne 
Wood, also straying into next-door 
Farnham Heath, and unlike the   
bluebells, are somewhat                
inconspicuous. Look closer though, 

Pollinator Patch with  
Juliet from Hive Helpers  

Bluebells and bilberries 
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and you will see Ɵny lantern-shaped 
pinky-red flowers. You will also see 
bumblebees pollinaƟng the flowers 
to produce the crop of Ɵny blue-
black berries which can be made 
into jams, pies and liqueurs – if you 
have the paƟence to pick enough!    
Pollinator plant of the month – Red 
dead-neƩle 
Red dead-neƩle (Lamium             
purpureum) is one of those plants 
(weeds?) you see everywhere but 
perhaps don’t appreciate its value 
to pollinators. Its pinky-red hooded 
flowers appear from March to     
October, and like yellow archangel 
and other members of the dead 
neƩle family, it doesn’t have sƟng-
ing leaves. Its flowers are visited by 
lots of different species of long-
tongued insects, including the red 
mason bee and bumblebee species. 
The caterpillars of garden Ɵger, 
white ermine and angle shades 
moths feed on the leaves. I am  
leaving it in my garden, as it doesn’t 
seem invasive, along with the      
yellow archangel (which definitely 
is!).  
Wild bee of the month – Red tailed 
bumblebee  
I am featuring the red-tailed bum-
blebee (Bombus lapidarius) this 

month as it seems to have made a 
comeback since its numbers dropped 
dramaƟcally in 2024. We spoƩed a 
beauty on our first Bee Safari on the 
Farnham Bee Trail last month. With 
its big red tail and black body, it is 
very easy to spot! The queen emerg-
es in early spring and looks for a 
place to nest and lay her eggs. The 
first workers appear about six weeks 
aŌer the nest is established, and the 
species can be seen up Ɵll the end of 
September. They have a medium-
length tongue, and feed on a range 
of flowers such as dandelions,    
knapweed and lavender.   
No Mow May  
Are you going to embrace Plantlife’s 
annual campaign and put the 
lawnmower away this May? It’s one 
of the easiest ways to help the       
environment, leƫng wildflowers like 
daisies, dandelions and clovers grow 
to support bees and buƩerflies. 
You’ll be amazed at what comes up! 
For maximum wildlife benefit, you 
could carry on unƟl the end of       
August, at least for a part of your 
patch.  

For more informaƟon about Hive 
Helpers, please visit 
www.hivehelpers.co.uk ,  
email: office@hivehelpers.co.uk  
phone 07895 547637. 

Environment 
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that is just to maintain the natural order. 
I, for instance, am the Matriarch and 
occasionally must insist my underlings 
behave. And I need to remind my       
humans to feed me and to tell them 
when I have had sufficient cuddling. But 
beyond that, 
we mostly 
have our lives 
sorted and 
don’t see the 
point of       
disrupƟng 
them. We have 
domesƟcated 
humans to care for us, we do a bit of 
hunƟng and maƟng in our early years, 
and then we like to sleep in warm plac-
es, eat, watch the world go by and     
appreciate the good things.  
There are lots of good things to enjoy as 
summer approaches. The natural world 
with its small creatures, flowers, warm 
earth and sunlight. And the wind, when 
it blows, does not chill. I know that my 
readers, on the whole, are not in charge 
of internaƟonal poliƟcs and can’t stop 
bombing and guns, but maybe you can 
bring a bit of cat wisdom to your own 
areas of influence.  
So I say: please, humans, step back from 
the brink of any conflict, however small. 
Pause, breathe, and enjoy the world for 
a moment. It’s worth it. . 

Purrs 
The Church Cat 

The Church Cat 

I had almost forgoƩen that I had 
agreed to write this column. Perhaps, 
as I age, I am becoming more forgeƞul, 
just as The Former Curate (now called 
something else but always a warm lap 
to me) forgets to feed me. My bowl is 
empty – weep for me. 
As I write, the sun is shining and there 
are patches of warmth to snooze in, 
but the wind is harsh. It is sƟll April – 
just as vets get younger these days, so 
deadlines get earlier – and, as TS Eliot 
wrote, ‘April is the cruellest month’. I 
like Eliot. He wrote Old Possum's Book 
of PracƟcal Cats which should be     
required reading for all humans. Don’t 
think you can get away with watching 
the musical which inspired it. That is as 
nothing to the book. 
‘April is the cruellest month’ is the 
opening line of The Waste Land which 
he wrote more than 100 years ago, 
before even I was born, and I am a very 
old (and wise, obvs) lady. It was wriƩen 
just aŌer World War I when old hopes 
had died and the idea of spring          
rejuvenaƟon seemed a cruel mockery. 
Once again, 100+ years on and always 
up-to-date with the news, I wonder at 
humans, forever plunging into, or    
teetering on the brink of, wars which 
they know will bring devastaƟon. Once 
again, I wonder: why can’t humans be 
more like cats? 
True, we cats have a few scraps but 

Summer thoughts in spring 
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It is about a year since we made 
the move down south to the Parish 
of Badshot Lea & Hale - my humans 
have been very reflecƟve in re-
membering this big move! Changes 
in environment can be daunƟng for 
the best of us - but I seƩled fairly 
quickly once my familiar bed and 
toys were unpacked and I’d ex-
plored all the perimeters of the gar-
den. It’s funny how quickly some-
where can feel like home!  
In recent parish news - the Church 
Fete is set to be a welcoming affair 
to creatures big and small in the 
Pet Show. Last year, there were 
some fantasƟc prizes including sal-
ad and veggies for the smaller veg-
etarians amongst us. I wonder if 
they’ll bring carrots this year? My 
humans have started growing some 
vegetables and I am keeping a close 
eye on carrots… mostly as there are 
many pesky squirrels here who like 
digging!  
Alongside the squirrels we have 
seen deer, foxes and their babies, 
red kites, jays and even some field 
voles up at the park. I mostly enjoy 

the liƩle reminders that we are 
sharing our earth with others - I’m 
less keen on the postman, but luck-
ily my hearing is going in my older 
age. But this senƟment remains - 
what a beauƟful corner of the 
world I’ve found myself in, and 
what lovely creatures we share it 
with! 

Bugsy 

The Church Dog 

Spring has Sprung 
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AdverƟse your 
business here. 
Details and prices  

contact: 
editor@  

badshotleaandhale. 
org 

 

MJP Plumbing &  
Heating Ltd 

Helpful friendly plumber.  
Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap 

washer to refitting your bathroom.  
Servicing to replacing boilers 
Just ask, no job too small! 

Works with all systems –  
heating and plumbing.  
Gas Safe registered 

 
Contact Mike on 07768 844276 

or email mike@mjpplumbing.com 

Pilates Classes with Judy 
Wednesdays 3.50-4.50pm  
at St George’s Church Hall,  

Badshot Lea GU9 9LD 

More  info please contact Judy on 
01962 735543 or  

christeljudy@aol.com 
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Support 
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Graham Neves 

 

 
PainƟng and DecoraƟng 

Interior  
And 

Exterior 
 

FREE  
ESTIMATES 

 
Tel:  

01252 345235 
or 

07919 857095 
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Who’s Who 

Ministry Team 

Clergy 
Rev’d Alexa Russell 
(Rector) 
07792233477 
rev.lexi@badshotleaa
ndhale.org 

Fr. John Evans 
(ReƟred priest) 
01252 710594 
johnjunee@ 
bƟnternet.com 

Rev’d Stella Wiseman 
(Associate Minister) 
07342508164   
revd.stella@ 
badshotle-
aandhale.org 

Keith Bristow 
(Associate Minister) 

Youth Minister 
Vacant 
youth@ 
badshotle-
aandhale.org 

Churchwardens 
Kris Lawrence 
warden.stgeorges@
badshotleaandhale. 
org 
Pamela Marsham 
warden.stjohns 
@badshotleaandhal
e.org  
 
PCC Lay Vice-chair 
pcc.layvicechair@ba
dshotleaandhale.or
g 
PCC Treasurer 
Treasurer@  
badshotle-
aandhale.org 
 
Safeguarding 
Officer 
Sophie Habor 
safeguarding 
@badshotleaandhal
e.org  
 
PCC Secretary 
June Jasper 
pcc.secretary@ 
badshotle-
aandhale.org  

Choir Leader  
Margaret Ember-
son,  
embersonmarga-
ret@ gmail.com  

AdministraƟon and 
Hall Bookings 
admin@ 
badshotle-
aandhale.org 
07842 761919 

Magazine 
Editor, Website &  
AdverƟsing 
Alexa Russell  
editor@  
badshotle-
aandhale.org   
07792233477 

The Church Cat 
Sprout 
slashermcgoogs@ 
gmail.com 

The Church Dog 
Bugsy 
rev.lexi@badshotle
aandhale.org 
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