
  

 

 

February 2025 Suggested price 
£1.50 

(min price £1) 

Issue no.  
283 

THE PARISH MAGAZINE OF 
BADSHOT LEA AND HALE 

Serving the communiƟes of Badshot Lea, Folly 
Hill, Hale, Heath End, Sandy Hill and Weybourne 

The churches of St George’s, St John’s and St Mark’s 

 



2 

 

 



3 

 

 

Advertisers index 
What’s on in February 
From the ministry team 
Vacancy Update 
Prayer page 
Clothing giveaway 
St John’s Tower Update 
Twelfth Night Lunch 
Christingle 
Barn Dance 
Farnham Assist Regular Events 
Badshot Lea Leader 
Poetry Competition 
Waverley Family Centre 
Hive Helpers 
The Church Cat 
Who’s Who 

February 
Contents 

4 
6 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
12 
14 
15 
16 
18 
22 
25 
26 
29 
33 

Page 12 

Page 18 

Page 29 

Magazine subscription and deadline 
Subscriptions to the magazine are a minimum of £10 for the year, suggested 
price £15. Contact 07842 761919 or email editor@badshotleaandhale.org.  

The deadline for the March issue of the magazine is  
Sunday 16th February. 

 



4 

 

 

Care/Supported Living 
Abbeyfield Wey Valley  
   Society 36 
Alina Homecare 31 
Bourne Wood Manor 23 
Cunningham House 21 
Hamilton George Care 23 
 
 
Chiropody and Podiatry 
Farnham Foot Health  
    Practitioner 28 
 
Jo Penny Foot Health 24 
Visiting Foot Clinic 38 
 
Home Improvement,  
Decorating, Plumbing etc 
Adam & Eve 32 
Dave Fitchett 35 
DR Alden & Son 34 
Graham Neves 35 
MJP Plumbing and Heating 34 
Salt Decorators 13 
Uwatt Electrical 24 
 

 
Music 
Saxooma 35 
 
Physiotherapy 
Backtogether 31 
 
Portraits 
The Squirrel Collective 5 
 
Room Hire 
Hale Community Centre 34 
 
Septic Tank Upgrades 
Burrow Environmental 21 
 
Tutoring 
MagiKats 2 
 
Waste Removal and  
Recycling  
Cannon 30 

Below is a list of our current advertisers by category and the page numbers 
you can find them on. Please use their services and don’t forget to say that 
you saw their advert in this magazine. 

AdverƟsers 
AdverƟsers index 



5 

 

 



6 

 

 

What’s on 

Sunday, February 2nd    ChrisƟngle Services 
There will be ChrisƟngle services on Sunday, 
February 2nd, at St George's at 10am, and St 
Mark's at 11am. Come and learn about the 
symbolism of the ChrisƟngle and learn about 
Christ, the Light of the World. 
(Note: There will be the usual Sung Com-
munion Service at St Johns) 

Tuesday February 4th—10:00 to 11:30 
   FREE CraŌ Café 
FREE CraŌ Cafe run by Farnham MalƟngs at 
St George’s. Come along and learn a new 
craŌ or bring your own.  
It's every fortnight and absolutely free. 

Wednesday, February 5th — 15:00 to 16:00 
   ContemplaƟve Prayer 
Our new weekly ContemplaƟve Prayer 
group meets at St Mark’s.  
Please do join us to sit quietly before God. 

Thursday, February 6th—10.30am-12pm. 
   Coffee and Art and St Mark’s 
Join us for art and coffee (and cake) at St 
Mark's on the first and third Thursday of 
every month. No arƟsƟc skills needed!  

Tuesday February 11th—10:00 to 11:30 
   ConnecƟons  
A group for the over-50s meeƟng at St 
George's every fortnight. Just come along 
and enjoy a cup of coffee, some cake and 
various acƟviƟes. 

Wed’sday, February 12th —15:00 to 16:00 
   ContemplaƟve Prayer 
Our new weekly ContemplaƟve Prayer 
group meets at St Mark’s. Please do join us 
to sit quietly before God. 

Thursday, February 13—10:00 to 12:00 
   St John’s Thursday Café 
Drop-in coffee morning taking place on the 
second and fourth Thursday of the month in 
the Sumner Room at 10am. There is tea, 
coffee, cake and biscuits and a chance to 
meet and chat with other people. 

Friday, February 14th—19:00 to 22:00 
   ValenƟne’s Day Parish Barn Dance  
All dances will be 'called' and suitable for 
everyone to 'have a go'. Or just come along 
and enjoy the fabulous music by our band 
'Dragon Scales'. Guest appearance by 

What’s on in February 

Our regular church services are: 
Every Sunday: 9.30am St John’s;  
             10am St George’s; and 
                Online: www.badshotleaandhale.org 
            11am St Mark’s.  
Wednesday: 12pm St Mark’s, Midweek Eucharist. 
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'Jackstraws Morris'.  
BYO drinks & snacks. DonaƟons towards 
church funds gratefully received. 

Friday, February 14th—19:00 to 21:00 
   Friday Night Games Night  
Join us for Friday Night Games at St Mark’s. 
Meal, table tennis, games and lots of chat! 

Tuesday February 18th—10:00 to 11:30 
   FREE CraŌ Café 
FREE CraŌ Cafe run by Farnham MalƟngs at 
St George’s. Come along and learn a new 
craŌ or bring your own.  
It's every fortnight and absolutely free. 

Wednesday, February 19th—15:00 to 16:00 
   ContemplaƟve Prayer 
Our new weekly ContemplaƟve Prayer 
group meets at St Mark’s.  
Please do join us to sit quietly before God. 

Thursday, February 20th—10.30am-12pm. 
   Coffee and Art and St Mark’s 
Join us for art and coffee (and cake) at St 
Mark's on the first and third Thursday of 
every month. No arƟsƟc skills needed!  

Monday February 24th — 17:00 
   CLOSING Date Farnham Poetry Comp 
See details elsewhere in the magazine.. 

Tuesday February 25th —10:00 to 11:30 
   ConnecƟons  
A group for the over-50s meeƟng at St 
George's every fortnight. Just come along 

and enjoy a cup of coffee, some cake and 
various acƟviƟes. 

Wednesday, February 26th—15:00 to 16:00 
   ContemplaƟve Prayer 
Our new weekly ContemplaƟve Prayer 
group meets at St Mark’s.  
Please do join us to sit quietly before God. 

Thursday, February 27—10:00 to 12:00 
   St John’s Thursday Café 
Drop-in coffee morning taking place on the 
second and fourth Thursday of the month in 
the Sumner Room at 10am. There is tea, 
coffee, cake and biscuits and a chance to 
meet and chat with other people. 

Friday, February 28th—19:00 to 21:00 
   Friday Night Games Night  
Join us for Friday Night Games at St Mark’s. 
Meal, table tennis, games and lots of chat! 

 

Parish Register 

BapƟsms  
8th  December at St George's Church—
Hannan Janjuaa  
 

Burials of Ashes—10 December in Badshot 
Lea Cemetery   
Amanda Jennings and Joy Handy 
 

Funerals 
13 January at Basingstoke Crematorium 
Julian ParroƩ 

Senior Clergy visiƟng the Parish 
As part of their support of the parish 
during our extended vacancy, Bishops 
Paul and Andrew and Archdeacon  
Catharine will be presiding in the parish 
during the spring. To allow everyone to 

see each of them we will be holding 
combined services with them. 

26th Jan Bishop Paul @ St Mark’s 
16th Feb Bishop Andrew @ St George’s 
2nd Mar Archdeacon Catharine @  
     St John’s 
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From the ministry team 

A Journey through Uncertainty 
We are in a Ɵme of uncertainty. I guess 
every season has its uncertain Ɵmes but 
2025 seems especially difficult. I am wriƟng 
this before the inauguraƟon of Donald 
Trump as President of the United States of 
America, at a Ɵme when a shaky ceasefire 
has begun in Gaza, when the future in Syria 
is unknown, while war sƟll rages in Ukraine 
and in more than 100 places around the 
world. 
Nearer home, while we are more fortunate 
than many and live in relaƟve calm and 
safety, we are always affected by global 
events and who knows what impact these 
will have. And we have our own uncertain-
Ɵes, some of them personal – perhaps 
health, employment, relaƟonships or fi-
nances – or shared. What will happen in 
the parish? Who will become our incum-
bent and how much longer must we wait, a 
year aŌer the post became vacant?  
I don’t suppose many of us enjoy uncer-
tainty. There are oŌen Ɵmes when I think: 
‘why can’t it all be easy?’, but I have to 
accept that it isn’t. And I don’t suppose I 
am alone in finding it a challenge to follow 
Jesus’ instrucƟon ‘Do not worry about to-
morrow’ (MaƩhew 6: 34). If I don’t worry 
about tomorrow, then how will…. You can 
no doubt fill in the blank for yourself.  
As I have pondered this over many years, a 
couple of things have slowly dawned on 
me. The first is that the present moment is 
all we have. This idea is nothing new, but I 
haven’t been able to take it in unƟl recent-
ly. But the past is past and the future hasn’t 

arrived yet, so all we have is now, so focus 
on the now.  
The second is that I can’t overcome my 
tendency to worry on my own or immedi-
ately. It takes Ɵme, prayer and pracƟce.  
Moreover, I don’t think the prayer ‘God 
help me to stop worrying and learn to 
trust’ is necessarily the way forward. It’s a 
start, but the way we learn to trust some-
one is by geƫng to know them so that we 
can feel safe in their presence. That is the 
same with God. By geƫng to know God we 
learn that God is there in the uncertainty 
and that we can be safe. Bad stuff may 
happen sƟll, but somehow it is not as bad 
because we aren’t alone. Someone has it 
sorted, even if we can’t exactly tell in what 
way. Someone has us. 
How do we get to know God? By showing 
up. By asking. By waiƟng. By being sƟll and 
saying ‘I’m here God’, and quietly focusing 
on the presence of God, who is in us and 
around us whatever we may think or feel. 
That’s why we have started a contempla-
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Ɵve prayer group in the parish – on Wednes-
days from 3-4pm at St Mark’s – and I en-
courage you to come, or if you can’t, to find 
out more about contemplaƟve prayer your-
self. It’s also known as centering prayer. 
There are books about it – Thomas Merton 
wrote a famous one or try Richard Rohr’s 
books – and websites. One good one is  
contemplaƟveoutreach.org.uk.  
Learning to trust and not worry is a journey. 
May God bless us all on it. 

Rev Stella Wiseman 

Thank you for your paƟence as we work 
through the vacancy, doing our best with 
limited resources. The PCC and Standing 
CommiƩee all feel that we would like to do 
beƩer, but it is important that we remind 
ourselves that we have lost two ‘full-Ɵme 
staff’ from the team, so even doing the same 
is a significant achievement. 
We had no applicants in the last round of 
adverƟsing which closed in December. The 
reality is that there is a shortage of available 
Incumbents simply because fewer are being 
trained than reƟring. This is not a new prob-
lem but it is geƫng worse. 
We are doing a new round of adverƟsing 
starƟng at the end of January, leading to 
interviews at the end of March. We conƟnue 
to pray that the right person will come to us 
at the right Ɵme. 
Now that it is clear that we are “in vacancy” 
for the long term, the PCC has spent some 
Ɵme in the autumn looking at how we will 
manage things in 2025 if the situaƟon re-
mains unchanged, which is disƟnctly possi-
ble.  

We have come to a number of conclusions: 
· We feel that we have the skills and 

energy to do so, although extra help 
is always appreciated. 

· Stella must be given the Ɵme and 
space to finish her training. 

· We will run a small number of com-
bined Parish communion services 
through the year and transport will 
be provided if requested. 

· The venues of combined services will 
move around the Parish, but we will 
be mindful of parking and access is-
sues at St John’s. 

 
On the financial side there are a few key 
things to note: 
· We have made a small surplus on the 

year against a budgeted small loss. 
This is due to the generosity in Ɵme 
and money of many people for which 
we are very grateful. 

· 2025 has a couple of significant chal-
lenges in that we fall out of fixed 
price uƟlity bills and will be hit by the 
price rises most of us have experi-
enced domesƟcally over recent years. 
Secondly we have lost a couple of 
significant donors during the year. 

· Our budget for 2025 has been agreed 
with a small deficit. 

· From February, in recogniƟon of our 
being in vacancy for more than a year 
the month amount that we pay the 
diocese reduces by a small but signifi-
cant amount. We are planning to use 
this windfall wisely. 

Dave Walter,  
PCC Lay-Vice Chair 

Vacancy Update 
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Prayer page 
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St John’s Tower update 

The St John’s tower: another fundraising push 

Like a beloved grandmother, St John's Church in Hale is beauƟful, much-loved, 
but showing her age. In fact, she's just turned 180 so it isn’t surprising.  
It's her tower which is suffering the most and is in greatest need of repair and 
we are determined to do this, so ensuring that this historic centre of worship 
can stay open for many more years to come, and that the bell can once more 
ring to call people in Hale to services. (At the moment the bell is silent as vibra-
Ɵons from ringing it risk more damage to the tower). 
Unfortunately, but inevitably, this will cost money - at least £30,000. We are 
applying for grants for this but also need to raise part of the money ourselves. 
We've already had some generous donaƟons and thank you to everyone who 
has given money.  
We've now opened a new fundraising page, this Ɵme with GoFundMe and invite 
everyone to give something - even a few pounds will make a difference. To do 
so visit www.gofundme.com/f/restoring-st-johns-bell-tower 

The 12th Night Lunch at St John's on a very chilly winter 
day, was very much enjoyed. 
Hot, homemade soup went down well, followed by a 
variety of desserts. 
While enjoying tea and coffee, we were wonderfully en-

tertained with music from the 
Carrington family.  
Our thanks go to them and all 
who helped and came along, 
braving the cold. 
We raised £400 plus a £100 
donaƟon - towards the church 
tower restoraƟon fund. 
 
Watch this space for future 
social/fundraising events 
 

St John's Choir 

St John’s 12th Night Lunch 
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Editorial 
Back in 1977 the original Badshot Leader was a regular news sheet, delivered to every house 
in Badshot Lea to publicise the work involved in building and developing the village hall. Sev-
eral years ago, it was revived in a small way by the Badshot Lea Community AssociaƟon to 
keep residents informed on planning developments and other local issues. The associaƟon 
commiƩee, consisƟng of the regular few, are always looking for new members and would be 
pleased to hear from volunteers. Also, if you have any (non-party poliƟcal) issues to raise, or 
an arƟcle to submit, please come forward. As there is currently a lull in major planning appli-
caƟons, this issue is mainly concerned with the local wildlife situaƟon. 
For over 50 years I have been researching and wriƟng about the history of Badshot Lea. If 
you are interested in the subject, my three books on the village can be found on the Com-
munity AssociaƟon website, under history. As I am geƫng near the end of my work, I have 
also collected all my other arƟcles, photos and research sources and deposited bound copies 
in the Museum of Farnham and Surrey History Centre. 

 Maurice Hewins  
Tice’s Meadow affected by climate change. 

One only has to look at the list of birds recently recorded at Tice's Meadow Nature Reserve 
to see that our avian populaƟon is rapidly changing in response to climate change. Species 
that rely on a niche or specialist diet or habitat are disappearing as they struggle to adapt to 
our changing climate, whilst opportunist species are moving in from southern Europe as our 

climate warms. 
This was in evidence in September 
when nine CaƩle Egrets spent the day 
picking flies off of the caƩle in the 
meadow. CaƩle Egrets are a bird that 
was unƟl recently most likely to be 
encountered in the Mediterranean, 
and only first bred in the UK in 2008 in 
Somerset. The count of nine was a new 
Surrey record count, and the birds de-
lighted many local birdwatchers. 

CaƩle Egrets. Photo by Dina Burford. 
 
With a warming climate comes increased and more intensive rainfall, and a wet 2024 has 
seen the main lake on the site reach the second-highest level recorded, with the bird hide 
under water for the whole year for the first Ɵme, and many paths flooded. Sadly, the islands 
designed for nesƟng gulls, terns and wildfowl have now been under water during the breed-
ing season for the past five years. Every new local development appears to send its floodwa-
ters to Tice's Meadow, so unfortunately the situaƟon for breeding birds and visiƟng resi-
dents is only going to get worse.  

 Mark Elsoffer 

The Badshot Leader January 2025 
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Nature versus housing 
FiŌy years ago, the village pond was saved from being built on, and in the 1990s the village 
was up in arms about possible heavy lorries passing through when the gravel pits along the 
Blackwater Valley were announced. There had already been extensive sand extracƟon at 
Runfold. However, before gravel digging was allowed, the Blackwater Relief Road was 
pushed through. The Farnham bypass dual carriageway had already obliterated the old 
railway line and hump-back bridge at St George’s Road, Runfold. New housing in the last 
ten years has swallowed up much former producƟve farmland, but on the credit side, it 
has been good to see new families moving in, with a high proporƟon of local families. The 
quesƟon is, what priority has gone into space for wild life and in parƟcular biodiversity? 
Yes, we see plenty of deer, foxes and sparrows, but what about once-common frogs, slow 
worms, hedgehogs and red admiral buƩerflies. 
Well, apart from the jewel in the crown, the naƟonally important Tice’s Meadow, where 
the proximity of the Angling Society ponds is helpful to many bird species, what else has 
been achieved? There are well managed nature reserves at Rowhills, Runfold Woods and 
Weybourne RecreaƟon Ground. RestoraƟon of the massive sand pits at Runfold is almost 
complete, and wildlife is returning. Sheep now graze over your buried rubbish. Take a walk 
and see for yourselves.  
Surrey County Council have also made excellent progress with re-wilding strips of land leŌ 
over from road building, parƟcularly behind Sainsburys and the cut off secƟon of the old St 
George’s Road. New naƟve trees have been established, and leaving roadside verges to be 
cut unƟl aŌer flowering has created corridors for small mammals, and areas for seeds and 
insects to mature as food for birds to eat. The old orchard at Goslings Place has possibili-
Ɵes for sensiƟve management. Even the neglected land in developers’ land banks can re-
sult in some useful re-wilding. It is not quite all bad news. 

 Maurice Hewins                      
The Village Pond  
The village pond, originally known as Pepelespool 
(the people’s pond) in the 1500s was probably 
constructed in the 14th century as a fish pond for 
the mediaeval house that once stood on the site 
that is now the Badshot Park play area and com-
munity orchard. The pond was surrounded by 
rough unimproved grassland, which was grazed 
by the commoners’ livestock. The higher, beƩer-
drained land was good for growing crops, while 

the weƩer lands were used as meadow and for 
making hay. Sited to the west was Park Farm, 
which was sold in the 1960s for housing. Follow-

ing a campaign to save it the pond was taken over by Waverley Borough Council in the late 
1970s.  

The first volunteer working party at the 
pond 1978  
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Landscape 
Whilst the surrounding landscape has witnessed a great deal of change over the last 100 
years, the pond sƟll retains some original rural characterisƟcs, including the four veteran 
willow trees, reedbed habitat and a floaƟng duck house has been added. Village ponds 
are, and always were, a landscape feature that fed, watered and sustained, remaining for 
centuries as a focal point. 

Flora and fauna. 
The pond contains a small area of reedbeds, although these would have been more exten-
sive in the past. The pond provides refuge and homes for wildlife including common frogs 
and smooth newt, shoals of young fish and birds such as moorhens, ducks, and occasional-
ly herons and kingfishers are seen. (Unfortunately, one of our resident geese was recently 
killed by vandals. Ed)   
Part of the area round the pond is leŌ uncut to encourage wildflowers, which provide 
sources of nectar for naƟve invertebrates. Wildflower species include meadow buƩercup, 
speedwell, oxeye daisy, ragged robin and germander speedwell. The small wooded area to 
the north of the pond provides suitable nesƟng sites for birds including Ɵts, robins and 
wrens. 

Nick Macfarlane. Waverley Countryside Warden 
 

Sally’s Tearoom 
There’s a delighƞul new café opened 
in Badshot Lea and a visit is highly 
recommended. You will find it in The 
Crown pub during the day. The 
Crown reverts to a pub in the eve-
nings. From January the café will be 
open Tuesday to Friday, 10am-4pm 
and on Saturdays from 10am to 2pm. 
 
It is being run by Sally Dickinson 
whose family have lived in the Village 
for several generaƟons. It has a cosy 
interior and friendly atmosphere. You 
can start the day with a tasty break-
fast, or visit for something from the 
specials board for lunch. Besides this 
the most delicious cakes, with loose 
leaf tea, or a cafeƟere of coffee, are served all day. If you make a visit, you shouldn’t be 
disappointed. 

Judy Hewins 
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From the Parish Magazine 1905    
 
Stone CoƩages and John Henry Knight’s 
Crown Kiln. It was here that he held his 
boys club and Sunday School. 
 
The old wall opposite was demolished in 
the 1960s. 
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United we… write poetry! 
A poetry compeƟƟon designed to unite us all 

Calling all poets – beginners, experts and those who dabble from Ɵme to Ɵme. Get 
wriƟng because the Farnham Poetry CompeƟƟon is back again. 

The compeƟƟon, now in its fiŌh year (we started with a lockdown poetry compeƟ-
Ɵon in 2020), is run by the parish as part of the Farnham Literary FesƟval which 
takes place from March 6-16.  

The 2025 poetry compeƟƟon has the theme of Unity/Being Together and entrants 
are asked to write a poem about what unites people or what they wish would 
unite people, or what it means to be together.  

There are four age categories this year: up to age seven, eights to 11s, 12s to 16s, 
and over 16s. Poems should be sent to poetry@badshotleaandhale.org or to St 
Mark’s Church and Community Centre, Alma Lane, Farnham, GU9 0LT to arrive by 
5pm on Monday, February 24. 

Please include your 
name separately from 
your entry and, if enter-
ing the 16 and younger 
categories, add your age 
to the boƩom of your 
poem. 

The children’s poetry 
compeƟƟon is being 
judged by popular chil-
dren’s poet and author 
Coral Rumble, and the 

adult one by poet Linda Daruvala. The compeƟƟon is free to enter and there will 
be prizes for the first prize-winners and runners-up in all the categories. The win-
ners will be announced at the poetry final evening on Saturday, March 15, at St 
Mark’s Church, Upper Hale, at 5pm, when there will also be an open mic for any-
one to share their poetry, and the two judges will also perform their work.  
Entries should include name, contact details and age, if entering the 16 and under 
categories, but the name should not be wriƩen on the actual poem. There will be 
winners and runners-up in all categories and these will be announced at the 
awards ceremony and open mic on March 15.  

Poetry compeƟƟon 
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We joi. 

?????? 
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Environment 

A liƩle Aussie sunshine! 
The last time I put pen to paper for 
this magazine, I was just about to 
head for sunnier climes to visit my 
sister in Australia. As I was also 
looking for bees (!), I thought a 
little digression from my usual 
ramblings might bring some much-
needed sunshine into your lives! 
 

Lovely though it was to see sun-
shine and blue skies every day, af-
ter our wet spring and wetter sum-
mer, I was initially disappointed 
not to see more bees, given that 
there are over 2,000 native bees in 
Australia! There were, of course, 
honey bees (the European variety 
(Apis mellifera) doing a great job 
of pollinating crops in this vast 
country), but no bumblebees on the 
mainland (the European bumble-
bee (Bombus terrestris) only being 
found in Tasmania). I didn’t see 
any other bees in and around 
where my sister lives on the North-
ern Beaches of Sydney (ok, it’s a 
big country!). Things got better 
when I went to lunch at a friend’s 
house, and after listening to me 

drone on about the many varieties of 
wild pollinators which visited my 
garden back home, she said the mag-
ic words: “Would you like to see our 
bees?” But these bees were unlike 
any bees I’d ever seen – more like a 
swarm of angry flying ants! They 
were harmless though, being native 
stingless bees (Tetragonula), tiny 
social bees which live in colonies 
like honey bees and produce small 
quantities of a tangy honey called 
‘sugarbag’. They were living in a 
small hive given to our friend, and 
we found another free-living colony 
in a nearby tree stump. Once I got 
my eye in, I saw many more stingless 
bees on my travels. 

I had to wait until we 
visited my sister’s 
small farm further 
north, some five-
hours drive from 
Sydney, before I 
found my next bee, 
the beautiful peacock 
carpenter bee  
(Xylocopa 
bombylans), one of 

Pollinator Patch with Juliet 
from Hive Helpers  

Making a difference 

Peacock carpenter 
bee (c) Tony Bush 
(CC BY-NC) 
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the largest and most spectacular of 
Australia’s native bees. We heard it 
first, a deep droning noise like a 
bluebottle, and then we saw it on a 
yellow flower, a jewel of an insect. 
The flower looked a bit like Hyperi-
cum but was in fact Hibbertia scan-
dens, a sprawling climber.   
 

I was keen to find the common blue-
banded bee (Amegilla cingulata), a 
lovely bee with its vivid iridescent 
blue stripes, 
apparently a 
regular visitor 
to gardens in 
Sydney, but I 
saw my first 
one in the 
Northern  
Tablelands, 
close to the Queensland border. 
They are easy to spot but are never 
still! The blue-banded bee was voted 
Australian bee of the year whilst I 
was there, during Australian Pollina-
tor Week, which raises awareness of 
the importance of pollinators for 
food production. The main focus is 
on honey bees, but they also high-
light the importance of native bees 
as pollinators, with less reliance on 
imported bees.  

Pollinator plant of the month – 
snowdrop 

Back in our colder climes, the snow-
drop (Galanthus nivalis) is one of 
the first flowers to bravely show its 
head in the chilly month of Febru-

ary. We inherited the snowdrops in 
our garden and they have spread  
everywhere over the years, some-
times naturally, but we also divided 
them to plant out in other parts of the 
garden and gave them away ‘in the 
green’ by the bagful!  
Galanthophiles (snowdrop collectors) 
pay big money to secure special vari-
eties, but I am happy with our plucky 
common ones which never fail to de-
light in the depths of winter. They are 
a useful source of nectar and pollen 
for early flying pollinators.  

 
February plants for pollinators 

 

Crocus, too, are very early-flowering 
so good for early pollinators - the 
lovely pale lilac species crocus tom-
masinianus is the best to plant and 
will spread naturally. 
 
Goat willow, or pussy willow (Salix 
caprea) is a top attraction in Febru-
ary; its furry catkins not only contain 
nectar, but masses of pollen which 
you will see as the male catkins turn 
from silvery-grey to bright yellow. A 
magnet for huge queen bumblebees 
and some early solitary bees. 
  
For more information about Hive 
Helpers, please visit 
www.hivehelpers.co.uk, email us on 
office@hivehelpers.co.uk or phone us 
on 07895 547637. 

 

Blue-banded bee (c) Dianne 
Clarke (CC BY-NC) 
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The final reason is that the world is a better 
place with cats in it. Fact. 
Purrs 

The Church Cat 

The Church Cat 

@Churchcatblah 
I have taken the plunge. I have decided to 
join the world of social media. I felt that 
more people out there need to benefit 
from my pearls of wisdom (don’t give me 
that look, Curate!) so I have created an 
Instagram profile.  
I am Sprout the Cat, @thechurchcatblah 
and I aim to become a top influencer, at 
least of my humans who need to step up 
with some decent meals. Maybe I will be 
named one of the ‘Top 20 bad*** grand-
mas on Instagram’. Yes, such lists exist. 
As a cat I watch you humans with de-
tached amusement – unless I want some-
thing – and I have noticed just how easy it 
is for you to get riled up. You should see 
the Curate sometimes. Social media is the 
place where much of the riling goes on. 
It’s full of people with strong opinions 
and not necessarily a lot of facts. Plus ça 
change, eh. But it is all amplified on so-
cial media as the normal filters aren’t 
there so people say things they’d never 
dare say to another’s face. Plus you don’t 
get to see facial expressions or hear tones 
of voice. 
So why am I joining, you ask? There are a 
few reasons really. The first is that social 
media is here to stay and plenty of people 
receive their information from it, so if you 
want to share information you’d better 
join in. The second is that I can listen to 
all sorts of opinions, not just those of in-
telligent cats like I am. Why, I’m even 
following a few… dare I say it…. dogs. 
One of them is called Sprout, just like I 
am, so I need to keep an eye on him. I’m 
not big on empathy, being a cat and all 
that, but if I listen to other opinions I 
might at least learn something. And, of 
course, I can teach them a thing or too as 
well. 

Taking the Plunge 
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Churchwardens 
Kris Lawrence 
warden.stgeorges@b
adshotleaandhale. 
org 
Pamela Marsham 
warden.stjohns 
@badshotleaandhale
.org  

(Vacant) 
warden.stmarks@ 
badshotle-
aandhale.org 
PCC Lay Vice-chair 
Dave Walter 
pcc.layvicechair@bad
shotleaandhale.org 

PCC Treasurer 
Richard Myers 
Treasurer@  
badshotle-
aandhale.org 
07752 665155  

Safeguarding Officer 
Jo Taylor 
safeguarding 
@badshotleaandhale
.org  

07910 275792 

Ministry Team 

Clergy 
John Evans 
01252 710594 
johnjunee@ 
bƟnternet.com 

Stella Wiseman 
07842 761919 
revd.stella@ 
badshotle-
aandhale.org 

Youth Minister 
Michelle Chapman 
youth@ 
badshotle-
aandhale.org 
07876 115458  

The Church Cat 
Sprout 
slashermcgoogs@ 
gmail.com 

PCC Secretary 
June Jasper 
pcc.secretary@ 
badshotle-
aandhale.org  

Choir Leader  
Margaret Emberson,  
embersonmargaret@ 
gmail.com  
01252 409124  

AdministraƟon and 
Hall Bookings 
Stella Wiseman:  
admin@ 
badshotle-
aandhale.org 

Magazine 
Editor, Website &  
AdverƟsing 
Dave Walter  
editor@  
badshotle-
aandhale.org  
07565 422079 

 

Who’s Who 
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MJP Plumbing &  
Heating Ltd 

Helpful friendly plumber.  
Will do all the jobs that need doing from a tap 

washer to refitting your bathroom.  
Servicing to replacing boilers 
Just ask, no job too small! 

Works with all systems –  
heating and plumbing.  
Gas Safe registered 

 
Contact Mike on 07768 844276 

or email mike@mjpplumbing.com 

AdverƟse your business 
here. 

Details and prices  
contact: 

Stella Wiseman: 
07842 761919  

Editor@  
badshotleaandhale.org 
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DAVE FITCHETT 
 

PAINTING  
BUILDING & GARDEN WORK 

WALLS-PATIOS-GRASS CUTTING 
ETC. 

 

7 ROMAN WAY  
FARNHAM 

SURREY GU9 9RF 
07754 775844 

AdverƟse your  
business or event here.  

Prices from £6.60. 

For details call 07842761919 or 
email editor@ 

 

Graham Neves 

 

 
PainƟng and DecoraƟng 

Interior  
And 

Exterior 
 

FREE  
ESTIMATES 

 
Tel:  

01252 345235 
or 

07919 857095 
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